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HOMES AS INDIVIDUAL AS YOU

Whether it’s a home with a garage or an extended family room,
Brighton Wood has a  3 bedroom home  to suit every family lifestyle.

Set among beautiful retained trees and landscaped spaces,
these magnificent homes are finished  to the highest standard and ready

for you to start enjoying life at Brighton Wood.

For more information or to book an alternative appointment 
please contact David Rhatigan at Sherry FitzGerald New Homes 

on 01 667 1888 or email newhomes@sherryfitz.ie

BRIGHTONWOOD.IE

SATURDAY 22ND AND 
SUNDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 

2PM – 4PM

+353 1 667 1888

PSRA No.002183

BER Numbers available from agents
EPI Range:  49.31 - 65.44 kWh/m²/yr

MIN

Prices

from

€705,000

NEW 3 BED SHOW H
OME

ON VIEW THIS W
EEKEND

J
ohn Lennon and Paul McCartney, 
the Wright brothers, brothers-in-
law William Procter and James 
Gamble, Bill Hewlett and Dave 
Packard, and ice cream aficionados 
Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield are 
a handful of people who decided to 
work together and use their indi-

vidual strengths in pursuit of a mutually 
beneficial goal proving the adage that 
“two minds are better than one”.

As a business strategy, the benefits of 
collaboration are manifold, and at KLD 
we frame every project we work on as a 
collaboration. This starts with the client, 
our number one collaborator, and builds 
from there into a symbiotic relation-
ship between the design team, the client, 
tradespeople, painters, 3D modellers, ar-
chitects and builders, right up to working 
alongside a photographer to achieve the 
perfect imagery of the finished design.

Collaboration is  
key to creativity 

Róisín Lafferty When we 
build partnerships between 
designers and other 
talented people, everyone 
benefits. Are you ready for 
a new relationship?

Above and below: the Harpa in Reykjavik in Iceland was designed by Henning Larsen Architects and 
Batteriid Architects, in collaboration with artist and sculptor Olafur Eliasson

The Vault, designed by KLD KLD worked on an installation for House of Peroni at the RHA
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working with, who you work well with, 
and you will seek each other out again.

One of my long-term collaborations 
is with Fleetwood paints, for which I 
am a brand ambassador. One of the best 
outcomes of this partnership is getting to 
choose my own colour collection, cre-
ating colours, naming them and then 
seeing them come to life in a fan deck. 

Working with Fleetwood over the past 
number of years has taught me an in-
credible amount about working relation-
ships and how they grow over time. Like 
any contract, trust is critical, and when 
you are in a longer-term collaboration, 
that trust will grow with each project. 

In long-term partnerships, it is import-
ant to keep things fresh. Fleetwood turns 
70 this year and we are working on some 
special surprise projects, while also con-
stantly on the lookout for opportunities 
and other ways we can work together.

A work of art
In terms of grand designs, probably one 
of the most famous and noteworthy ar-
chitectural collaborations in recent times 
is the Harpa, Reykjavik’s concert hall and 
conference centre in Iceland. The Har-
pa was designed by acclaimed Henning 
Larsen Architects and Batteriid Architects 
in collaboration with artist and sculptor 
Olafur Eliasson. Working together they 
designed special colour-effect glass that 
changes colour and opacity depending 

Holding tightly to an idea means com-
plete control of something small. It is only 
when you share and allow others in, that 
you can harness the power of collabo-
ration, so my advice is to let go of ego.

An exciting and rewarding collabo-
ration happened last year when House 
of Peroni approached me to design its 
2019 installation at the Royal Hibernian 
Academy (RHA) in Dublin. This was a 
collaboration between Peroni, myself, 
Killian Crowley, chef de partie at Miche-
lin-starred Aniar restaurant in Galway, 
and Kev Freeney, creative director of 
Algorithm, a creative production studio. 

We were sent to the home of Peroni 
in Puglia in Italy, to find inspiration for 
our creations which would transform the 
RHA for the pop-up event. It was an in-
credible learning experience, and I hope 
to collaborate with Algorithm again. This 
happens a lot: find someone you enjoy 

The Norwegian National Opera and Ballet by architect firm Snøhetta

An open office at Urban HQ in Belfast 
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F
ormer hotel manager turned 
developer Diarmuid O’Sul-
livan of Carrickreagh De-
velopments has delivered a 
masterclass in bespoke living 
at his latest scheme in south 

County Dublin.
Prospect House is a small devel-

opment of nine houses – with two, 
three, four and five-bedroom options 
– and six luxurious apartments within 
a three-storey period building, all on 
about an acre of grounds at Barclay Court 
off Temple Road near Blackrock village.

Prospect House proper was built in 
two main stages, the first in the mid-18th 
century and the second from the early 
to mid-19th century. The building was 
used as a college and more recently as 
a private girls’ school called Rosemount 
Park.

Now completely refurbished to 
“like new” standards, the handsome 
two-bedroom apartments, which run 
two to a floor, range in size from 81 to 
101 square metres, offer a blend of refur-
bished and restored historical features 
with a contemporary feel, and are priced 
from €595,000 to €675,000.

Approached via landscaped gardens, 
the garden-level apartments benefit 
from private own-door access. The other 
four apartments enter via the original 
entrance hallway with high ceilings and 
panelled walls.

The apartments include refur-
bished double-glazed lead windows 
and weighted sliding sash windows. 
The exterior of the building has been 
replastered by lime plaster specialists. 
Inside, the units have bespoke hand-
made kitchens, herringbone oak floors, 
carpeted bedrooms, built-in wardrobes 
and hotel-standard tiled bathrooms.

The funky, modern houses on the site 
include terraced and detached homes, 
which range in size from 138 to 171 square 
metres and cost from €850,000 to €1.1 
million. The A-rated units have Rational 
doors and windows, bespoke McNally 
kitchens, herringbone oak floors and 
carpeted bedrooms, built-in wardrobes, 
floodlit and landscaped rear gardens 
and, again, luxurious bathrooms.

Blackrock, situated on the coast, is 
home to cafes, boutiques, pubs, shops, 
a Michelin-star restaurant, markets and 
parks. Prospect House is neighboured 
by Monkstown and is close to a host 
of good schools in the area, as well as 
UCD Michael Smurfit Business College. 
The refurbished Blackrock and Frascati 
shopping centres are about 400 metres 
away, while the picturesque Rockfield 
Park is adjacent to Prospect House.

Blackrock Dart Station is in the village, 
some 700 metres from the scheme, and 
Frascati Road offers frequent services 
from Dublin Bus and Aircoach.

The show homes are open today from 
11am to 1pm through selling agent, Sav-
ills New Homes.
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on the time of day.

Harpa’s website tells us: 
“Eliasson deploys light, colour 
and natural phenomena to 
test how physical movement, 
sensual engagement, and the 
interaction of body and brain 
influence our perception of 
our surroundings.”

Often a client can feel more 
invested in the creative’s 
choices, which can conflict 
with the client’s own personal 
choices. But when it is framed 
as art, it is the artist’s vision 
and ultimately a work of art. 

That in itself is liberating, 
and it worked to great suc-
cess on the Harpa project. The 
message here is find an artist 
you love and work with them. 
It may be frustrating and dif-
ficult, but will ultimately be 
rewarding and beneficial. The 
Harpa has been visited by ten 
million people since its com-
pletion in 2011.

Another example of a suc-
cessful collaboration is the 
Norwegian National Opera 
and Ballet by architect firm 
Snøhetta.

The project was conceived 
as a work of public sculpture 
in which a variety of artists, 
including sculptors and textile 
artists were invited to coop-

erate on the design.
The main façade consists 

of a sloped, public plaza con-
structed of 33,000 individu-
ally-shaped slabs of Carrara 

marble designed by sculptors 
Jorunn Sannes, Kalle Grude 
and Kristian Blystad. 

The non-glazed parts of 
the building are clad in al-

uminium panels embossed 
with thousands of concave 
and convex dots. These pan-
els, designed by textile art-
ists Astrid Løvaas and Kirsten 

Wagle, shimmer in the sun-
light lending the building a 
fabric-like texture. The result 
is a magnificent building, built 
in the spirit of collaboration, 
which embraces the best of 
Norwegian art and artistry.

There is a wealth of tal-
ented artists, sculptors and 
designers in Ireland and we 
owe it to our most creative to 
allow them the freedom to 
work together and explore the 
possibilities in front of them. 

What also tends to happen 
in such endeavours is every-
one brings their ‘A game’, 
rising to the occasion and 
delivering their best. 

Our public buildings will be 
here for generations to come 
and it is worth creating them 
to the highest of standards.

For 2020, I will be stepping 
out of my own comfort zone 
and embarking on some new 
and unique collaborations. 
This will be scary, but I also 
know it will be incredibly 
rewarding in so many ways.

Roisin Lafferty is the owner and 
founder of design companies, 
Kingston Lafferty Design and 
Create by kld. For more details, 
visit kingstonlaffertydesign.com 
or follow her on Instagram:  
@roisinlaffertykld

Collaboration is key to creativity 

1. Make a list
I’ve collaborated with 
amazing creatives over 
the years. From the beau-
tiful artistry of Moore 
O’Gorman joinery to the 
sublime talent of our 
Italian firebrand photog-
rapher Barbara Corsico, 
I have built up strong 
trusting relationships that 
help bring out my best. 
I also have a dream list 
of people I would love to 
work with. Be strategic 
and build long-lasting re-
lationships with them.

2. Step out of your 
comfort zone
This is not always an easy 
one, as our first instinct is 
to protect ourselves, but 
it’s always worth it. We 
never grow or learn if we 
stay in our comfort zone. 

Just do it. What is the 
worst that can happen? 
Pulling off a successful 
collaboration will be a 
huge confidence boost 
and will set you up for 
future collaborations.

3. Start small
Try a smaller project to 
get the feel for how it 
works before going for 
the big one. It is always 
good to test the water, 
especially if this is some-
thing brand new. (If the 
big one presents itself 
first, though, then by all 
means go for it).

4. Aim big
How do you eat an ele-
phant? One bite at a time. 
Ambition is great and 
healthy. The biggest and 
most daunting of projects 

are always achievable. 
Don’t let yourself be 
phased, if a leap of faith is 
what is required, then so 
be it. One of the earliest 
projects I worked on was 
also our most complicat-
ed. But we got there, and 
it is the project that put 
KLD on the map. These 
are the times when you 
get inspired and grow 
stronger, more confident.

5. Open your mind
When choosing your 
potential collaborators, 
don’t confine yourself to 
one area or another. Look 
at a discipline completely 
alien to your own, and 
think about what a col-
laboration with someone 
in that field might look 
like. Open your mind and 
unleash your potential.

Tips for collaborative endeavours

The interior, including the atrium, of the Harpa concert hall in Reykjavik, Iceland

All the bedrooms in the units are carpeted The show homes are open today from 11am to 1pm

Prospect House in Blackrock, south Co Dublin The A-rated units have bespoke McNally kitchens

Bespoke Blackrock development is an enticing Prospect 
This collection of apartments in a 
refurbished period building, and  
new houses on its grounds, goes on 
show today

Handsome Blackrock 
four-bed in turnkey 
condition for €1.35m
BY TINA-MARIE O’NEILL

A handsome home, 
located just off 
Mount Merrion 
Avenue in south 

Co Dublin, 4 Grove Avenue in 
Blackrock is in walk-in con-
dition and would suit a family 
in search of a turnkey home 
in a prestigious area close 
to a choice of good schools, 
transport links and well-es-
tablished suburban villages.

No 4 offers 190 square me-
tres of living space including 
a series of interconnecting 
reception rooms, a study, 
kitchen/breakfast/dining 
room, four bedrooms with 
a master en suite, a con-
verted attic space, a large 
landscaped rear garden and 
gated off-street parking at 
the front. Boasting a respect-
able BER of C1, it is on the 
market with DNG quoting 
€1.35 million.

Pale olive-green painted 
electric gates open to a gravel 
drive with parking for three 
cars.Sporting the same hue, 

a pale olive-green front door 
opens to a generous entrance 
hall with polished timber 
floors, neutral wall tones in 
cream and stone, recessed 
lighting and offering access to 
the study on the left and the 
front reception room on the 
right, both of which overlook 
the front garden.

The study has the same 
timber floors, a corner, du-
al-aspect window and an 
understairs storage cupboard.

The living room across 
the hall has polished timber 
floors, a picture window, a 
modern carved stone fire-
place, coving, and wall-in-
tegrated sliding frosted glass 
doors to a similarly decorat-
ed family room. This in turn 
leads to the open-plan din-
ing/kitchen/breakfast room 
at the rear of the house. 

This light-filled space has 
large, pale cream floor tiles, 
wall-to-wall timber framed 
sliding glass windows and 
doors, a roof light, a modern, 
wall-mounted enclosed gas 
fireplace and an extensive, 

fully fitted kitchen with pale 
cream fitted units, black 
granite worktops, a central 
island, a large bottle-green 
Aga and a whole range of 
integrated appliances.

There's an adjoining utility 
room with additional storage, 
a guest WC and access to the 
gated side passage.

Upstairs, there are four 
well-presented bedrooms, 
including the master at the 
rear with its double fitted 
wardrobes and en suite 
shower room. The contempo-
rary, fully tiled family bath-
room is at the front with its 
white suite, including a jet 
bath. Stairs on the landing 
lead up to the large converted 
attic above which has three 
rear-facing Velux roof win-
dows, recessed lighting and 
storage space.

Outside, the neat front 
garden is paved and pebbled 
with mature boundary plants 
and shrubs. A gated side en-
trance leads to the large rear 
garden which is very private, 
generous in size and com-

prises artificial lawn areas, 
mature plants and shrubs, a 
sunken trampoline and large 
storage shed, together with a 
large raised patio area.

Both Blackrock village and 
Stillorgan are close by. The 
N11 is a two-minute drive 
away. The area is host to 
regular Dublin Bus services 
and the Dart at Blackrock, 

as well as a wealth of good 
local schools. UCD Belfield is 
a short bus ride away along 
the N11 and the area is home 
to a choice of sports clubs, 
local amenities and a strong 
choice of facilities.

More information is avail-
able from DNG Rock Road 
branch manager Georgina 
Magnier at 01-2832900. The rear garden is generous in size and extremely private

4 Grove Avenue in Blackrock, south Co Dublin: on the market 
for €1.35 million

The kitchen is fully fitted with pale cream units and black granite worktops


