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Property at the Curragh is a 
frontrunner for racing fans

R
unning your own business is challenging, 
rewarding and also hard work. It is not for 
the faint-hearted. There will be days when 
you ask yourself is it all worth it. Those days 
where issues abound and you suddenly feel 
you are in some obscure comedy of errors, 
and all you can do is laugh. Thankfully those 

days are rare. There are special days too, the days when 
months, if not years, of hard work have finally paid off. 
Days when you see so much hard work by so many people 
across a range of professions and disciplines culminate in a 
finished product that you are proud to share with the world. 
Those are the special days, when you look at what’s before 
you and realise it started with a sketch on a napkin.

I have been running my own business now for nine 
years, and I was recently announced the next president of 
the Institute of Designers in Ireland, a post I will take up 
in July. This great responsibility has had the effect of en-
couraging me to look back over my own career running an 
interior architecture and design business, and ask myself 
‘what have I learned?’ Is there any wisdom to pass on? I am 
sure I have plenty more to learn, but for now, here are some 
observations I’d like to share.

1. Say yes to your creative self
I knew from an early age I would end up in a creative pro-
fession. It almost feels like it’s not even a choice; it is simply 
something you must do. Or rather, you couldn’t possibly 
do anything else. We now live in an age where creativity 
and innovation are so prized, where creative thinking and 
imagination are essential for problem-solving, and this will 
never go out of fashion. Design permeates all walks of life 
and has become increasingly important as we strive to im-
prove how we experience the world around us and online. 
The design and creative fields abound with potential. We all 
have a creative self and in my experience, business owners 
who create a working environment which enables people 
to tap into their own creativity will be more successful. 

2. Have courage 
Do you want to set up a business? Remember Beckett: 
“Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail 
better.” 

You must overcome irrational fears, knuckle down and 
believe in yourself, and believe in your potential. If you 
have the courage of your convictions, you will succeed. In 
all businesses, people are attracted to those who are pas-
sionate about their area of expertise. If you are passionate, 
enthusiastic and love what you do, people will want to help 
you, work with you, and support you. People will want to 
hire you and your peers will want to collaborate with you. 

3. Collaborate
As I built my business, I constantly dealt with clients, con-
tractors, artists, tradespeople, quantity surveyors, architects 
and engineers, etc. I saw these people as my partners and 
collaborators. Everyone is bringing something to the table, 
and any project is the sum of all its parts. Never underesti-
mate the power of collaboration; it is powerful and positive. 
Working with other people who take pride in their work 
can only enhance your own. 

Unlikely collaborations are always interesting. Look out-
side your comfort zone and put things together you never 
thought could go together. I have learned in design to col-
laborate with artists, musicians, joiners, painters, scientists, 
poets, architects, jewellery designers, concrete makers and 
sculptors. I am excited about all the future collaborations 
that lie ahead, that will only happen if we seek them out 
and imagine them into reality. 

4. Implement your ideas 
Learn to implement your ideas. Every creative act involves 
making choices. In her book A Director Prepares: Seven Es-
says on Art and Theatre, Anne Bogart said: “Art is violent. To 
be decisive is violent.” In any art or creative field, in order to 
move forward, you sometimes need to ‘kill your darlings’, 
and that process can be as painful as it is ruthless. But it is 
necessary if you are to succeed. Decisions need to be made 
and ideas need to be implemented. As the creative director, 
you are the person who constantly needs to make these 
tough decisions. I am not going to say it gets easier over 
time - the creative process isn’t meant to be easy - but you 
do learn to accept and move on more readily. It is all part of 
the creative process.

5. Adopt a flat hierarchy
Every project I have worked on has been a team effort and 
that tone is set from the top. Leave ego at the door. As my 
business has expanded, I have less time to deal with smaller 
but no less important details; however, you will still see me 
up ladders or painting a wall on any given installation or 
pop-up. You are not a leader if you are not part of the team. 

5. Have integrity
When you make mistakes, sort the issue and move on. You 
must have integrity; otherwise other people won’t take 
you seriously. Clients or customers will lose their trust in 
you and your capabilities to do good business. In an ever- 
crowded world, you need to stand out, there are so many 
platforms and mediums where people will scrutinise and 
analyse you and your work, but if you have your integrity, 
no one can take it from you.

Running any business, but especially one in a creative field, 
is a rollercoaster ride. The marriage of business and creativ-
ity is not always an easy one; like all marriages, you need to 
work at it. Every day brings forth new challenges and sur-
prises. I wouldn’t have it any other way.

Roisin Lafferty is the owner and founder of two design companies, 
Kingston Lafferty Design and Create by kld. For more details visit 
kingstonlaffertydesign.com or follow her on Instagram: @roisinlaf-
fertykld

Róisín Lafferty shares some of the 
lessons she has learned from her career 
at the helm of her own design company
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of running your 
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Bright and charming with 
loads of potential in Meath

The bell tolls for the 
gatekeeper’s house
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A
s locations for a 
home go, there are 
those who would 
put the Curragh 
right at the top of 
the list. The Cur-
ragh Racecourse, 

spiritual home of flat racing in Ire-
land and considered one of the finest  
racetracks in the world, is situated 
300 metres from Beech Tree House.

Dating back to the 1800s, Beech 
Tree House has been home to a num-
ber of equine enthusiasts, including 
Charley Canavan, trainer of Valentine 
who finished third in the 1840 En-
glish Grand National. Owned by John 
Power, the horse gave his name to 
Valentine’s Brook, one of the famous 
fences of the race at Aintree. 

Canavan’s sons William, who was 
champion jockey in Ireland in 1870, 
and Davy, who won the Irish Grand 
National in 1882, turned Beech Tree 
House into Canavan’s Tavern.

It was purchased in 1902 by veter-
inary surgeon TH Griffin who estab-
lished a successful equine practice. 
The property has since remained in 
the Griffin family and, over the suc-
ceeding generations, it became the 
base of one of the foremost equine 
veterinary practices in Ireland.

Today the property offers a unique 
opportunity for a quality project by 
a visionary. On 1.42 acres, it would 
lend itself to all manner of businesses, 
subject to planning permission. On 
an elevated site with uninterrupted 
views over the Curragh, it is a delight-
ful spot to watch racehorses canter 
up the many different gallops every 
morning. 

The house is situated centrally 
within formal gardens and grounds 
which are predominantly laid to lawn 
at the front. To the rear a railed pad-
dock extends to about 0.4 acres and 
a collection of traditional outbuild-
ings are grouped around an idyllic 
courtyard.

Interior floorspace of 520 square 
metres is arranged as ground-floor 
entrance porch, dining room, office, 
double reception room, living room, 
sun room, kitchen, pantry, cloak-
room and guest WC. The first floor has 
six bedrooms and three bathrooms.

Services include private drainage 
by septic tank, mains water and oil-
fired central heating. BER rating is F.

Newbridge is three kilometres 
away with Kildare six kilometres’ 
distance and Naas a 16km journey. 
The property is 54km from Dublin 
city and 59km from Dublin Airport. 

Beech Tree House is on the market 
with a guide price of €700,000. For 
more information contact Pat O’Ha-
gan of Savills on 01-6634350.
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Kilgraigue House, Kil-
cloon, Co Meath is a 
charming property 
with enormous po-

tential. The original two-sto-
rey farmhouse was built in 
the mid-19th century and a 
two-storey extension to the 
rear was added in the 1980s.

Bright and spacious, the 
194 square metre interior is 
laid out as the ground-floor 
entrance hall, a living room 
with oak flooring, a cast-iron 
feature fireplace and French 
doors to the paved terrace and 
rear garden, a dining room 
with a cast-iron fireplace, 
and a large country kitch-
en/breakfast room with an 
oil-fired Aga cooker and a 
utility room. Upstairs hous-
es five bedrooms, the master 
with large wardrobes and an 
ensuite shower room, and a 
family bathroom.

Outside, the original stone 
cobbled courtyard has been 
retained and provides am-
ple parking space. There is a 
handsome, cut-stone, lofted 
coach house to the rear. This 
would be ideal for conversion 
to residential accommoda-
tion.

Central heating is gas-fired 
and there is both mains and 
well water supply. BER rat-
ing is F.

The property sits on an acre, 
but in addition there are ap-
proximately ten acres of good 
land to the rear to be sold as a 
separate lot. Presently in grass, 
it has 11 metres frontage on to 
the public road, and would 
be an excellent site for a res-

idence, subject to Co Meath 
planning permission.

Located in a quiet cul de sac, 
the house is minutes from the 
university town of Maynooth 
with its wealth of amenities, 
both social and essential, to-
gether with excellent trans-
port links, while the nearby 
Kilcloon offers a well-regard-
ed primary school and local 
Catholic church. Kilcloon 
parish, which dates back to 
medieval times, is home to 
the Blackhall Gaels football, 
hurling and camogie club.

The renowned Carton 
House  hotel and golf resort 
is also close by, while com-
muters will be attracted by 
ease of access to both the M4 
& M3 motorways, providing 
super connectivity to Dublin 
city and airport.

Kilgraigue House will be 
sold by public auction on June 
25. The entire property, house 
plus ten acres of land, has a 
guide price of €650,000. If 
sold separately, the house is 
guiding at €550,000, and the 
ten acres of land €100,000.

For more information con-
tact agent Eamon O’Flaherty 
of Sherry Fitzgerald Brady 
O’Flaherty at  01-6520000.
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Teach Baile í Doirín 
has been home to 
the Conroy Family 
since the mid 1800s. 

Translated as ‘homestead of 
the little oakwood’, it was 
originally built as the Earl of 
Portarlington’s head carpen-
ter’s house. 

James Conroy (1843-
1918) extended the original 
single-storey cottage to a 
two-storey residence as it 
stands today. Conroy was 
not only the head carpenter 
for four of the earls of Portar-
lington (the third to the sixth 
earls) but also the gatekeeper 
for those who arrived by foot 
for Emo Court.

The house was equipped 
with a bell which rang when-
ever someone needed access 
to the earls’ grand house and 
they were permitted entry 
through the only pedestrian 
door in the estate walls. This 
doorway is adjacent to the 
Conroy House and the origi-
nal bell still exists in the house 
to this day. 

Now the farmhouse on 36 
acres will be sold in seven lots 
by public auction in the Heri-
tage Hotel in Portarlington, Co 
Laois, on June 28.

Auctioneer Matt Dunne 
said: “Jimmy Conroy often 
talked about Wellingtonia 
Avenue, a mile-long avenue 
which approached Emo 
Court from the old Dublin 
Road. Wellingtonias are giant 
redwoods which were plant-
ed in the 1850s, said to be the 
first in Ireland having been 
imported from Holland. It is 
these trees which undoubt-
edly help to give this area its 
majestic feel. 

“The farm is divided into 
seven divisions, and some 
of the lots are within the de-
mesne and have magnificent 
views of Emo Court itself. 
The latter was designed by 
the Architect James Gandon 
(1742-1823), best known for 
his public buildings which in-
clude the Custom House and 
the Four Courts in Dublin.”

For more information, 
contact Matt Dunne on 057-
8623349.

Beech Trees House and its front lawn; inset, the sun room with views of the Curragh

Roisin Lafferty, next presdient of the Institute of Designers

The lofted coach house to the rear of the property

The house boasts a large country kitchen

The exterior of Kilgraigue House, Co Meath

The kitchen with Aga range cooker

The outbuildings could have many uses

The living room at Beech Tree House

The farmhouse at Teach Baile í Doirín

The coach 
house would 
be ideal for 
conversion


