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IRELAND’S DESIGN
RENAISSANCE

A
sk anyone which de-
signers they like and 
nine times out of 
ten they will name 
a fashion designer. 
And yet, design is 
so much more than 
that. Look around 

you. Absolutely everything you see has 
been designed. This newspaper, a lamp, 
a phone, a font, a fork, a stethoscope.

Ireland is not automatically associated 
with design either, not in the way that 
Italy, Sweden or Japan are, for example. 
We’re better known internationally for 
our art, literature and music, and more 
recently for our film and animation. 

Design, for the most part, has taken a 
back seat and yet its scope is so broad. 
It’s a plan or drawing or blueprint pro-
duced to show the look and function or 
workings of a building, a garment or any 
other object before it is made.

While I can design the interior of 
a home, hotel, restaurant or office, I 
wouldn’t know the first thing about  
designing a website or a medical device. 
But I am connected to those practitioners 
and professionals who do under the um-
brella of design. 

The Irish government designated 2015 
the Year of Design. Irish Design 2015 was 
about harnessing this power and working 
to support society, educators and stu-
dents, designers, the public sector and 
businesses. While the year proved suc-
cessful, we need to look longer term and 
ensure that every year is a year of design.

The story of Irish design is one that 
evolved slowly from the foundation of 
the state and more rapidly in the last 
25 years. The advent of the internet has 
transformed and continues to transform 
design at speed. More recently, the defi-
nition of design has expanded from a 
limited one concerned mainly with 
styling and appearance. Now, design is 
seen as playing an integral role in the 
innovation process across the industrial 
complex. Design as concept and practice 
is now intrinsic to our socio-economic 
way of life.

Ireland is a curiosity to many coun-
tries; we have our own distinct brand 
and the landscape we carved out in the 
arts must now be replicated for design. 
Ireland is respected on a global level and 
it is time to prioritise Irish design, and to 
realise and appreciate its contribution to 
our society and our well-being as well 
as its international influence. 
to page 1

Róisín Lafferty The Irish are known all over 
the world for our art, literature and music, and 
our reputation in the field of design is growing 
too. As design becomes more and more 
important, we must nurture our indigenous 
talent if we want to reap the benefits at home 
and in the global marketplace

The garden of Ivanhoe House in Dublin, designed by Maria MacVeigh and Bernard Hickie, which won the 
Architectural Design prize at the Institute of Designers of Ireland Awards last year

The interior of Ivanhoe House, winner of the IDI’s Architectural Design award in 
2018, in conjunction with architect Maria MacVeigh and interior designer Eoin 
Lyons of LyonsKelly

The interior of a south Dublin residence designed 
by Kingston Lafferty Design

A KLD-designed home in south Dublin

The study of a south Dublin home designed by KLD

A sleek KLD kitchen in Ranelagh, Dublin

The kitchen of the award-winning Ivanhoe House

Suburban Investment Opportunity 
(Tenant not affected)

90/91 Furze Road  
& 77 Furze Road 
Sandyford, Dublin 18

For Sale by Private Treaty

•  Opportunity to acquire two industrial buildings on Furze Road in a prime 

Sandyford location  

•  Lot 1: 90/91 Furze Road is a detached facility of 22,762 sq ft and is fully 

let to the Dept of Agriculture on a 35 year FRI lease from March 1986 at 

a passing rent of €147,270 pa 

•  Lot 2: 77 Furze Road is being sold with vacant possession and 

comprises 24,376 sq ft on a site of 1.2 acres 

For further details, please contact:  
Paul Scannell M: +353 87 226 0473 E: pscannell@hwbc.ie 

Emma Murphy M: +353 87 785 5423 E: emurphy@hwbc.ie 

90/91 Furze Road

77 Furze Road

PSRA Licence Number : 002098
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The gloom of the 2008 re-

cession encouraged a huge 
swathe of creativity and en-
trepreneurship that is now 
coming to fruition across all 
design disciplines in Ireland. 
As a result, we are experi-
encing a design renaissance. 
Support for this movement 
should continue.

Government is catching 
on to the overall value that 
creative thinking and design 
can add to the Irish economy. 
More than 50,000 people in 
this country classify them-
selves as designers. The over-
all financial contribution to 

the Irish economy must be 
acknowledged and these 
creatives must be supported 
to continue in their growth 
and development. Recent re-
search suggests creative jobs 
are far less at risk from au-
tomation than other areas of 
employment, so design, in all 
its guises, will more than ever 
attract the brightest and best.

The Institute of Designers 
Ireland (IDI) has long been 
an advocate of Irish design. 
This year, I have taken on 
the role as president. I hope 
to highlight the success and 
importance of Irish design at 
both a national and interna-

tional level. We must make 
the mental shift so that design 
thinking and appreciation 
become part of the fabric of 
society. The IDI awards are a 
showcase of some of the best 
design being produced here 
and give a good insight into 

the international standard of 
work across all design dis-
ciplines. This is much more 
than surface-level beauty; 
these designers are problem 
solvers, creative thinkers and 
inventors. 

Our collective understand-

ing and appreciation of design 
is improving. From my own 
perspective, more attention 
is being paid to the impor-
tance of interiors and there’s 
a greater appreciation of the 
impact space has on well-be-
ing. At KLD [Kingston Lafferty 
Design], we always look at 
who uses a space and how 
they use it. We consider the 
best possible way to enhance 
their well-being while also 
delivering aesthetically beau-
tiful and functional spaces. 

We’re currently working on 
a large office space over seven 
floors in Belfast in which we 
are installing a wellness room 
to provide an area of calm for 
employees away from the 
workspace. It is minimal in 
design with the use of pale 
tones, timber, mirrors and 
planting, combined with soft 
lighting, which are proven to 

enhance mental and physical 
well-being. This isn’t a trend; 
this is the future.

Ireland operates on a global 
playing field. We are not com-
peting with ourselves; we are 
competing with design prac-
tices and professionals across 
the world. The internet has 
brought ready-made markets 
to our fingertips. We should 
not shirk from this. 

I set up my own company, 
KLD, at the height of the re-
cession. It was risky, but it paid 
off. Life is short; you must take 
risks. After almost a decade 
in business, it is only in the 
last year that KLD has enjoyed 
sustained international inter-
est in showcasing our work.

What are the benefits of 
appearing in an international 
arena? For starters, current and 
prospective clients’ percep-
tion is huge. If you are aligned 

with international designers, it 
shows people that your work 
is of an international standard. 
As well as raising one’s profile, 
it also increases one’s visibil-
ity in a broader marketplace, 
opening up project and client 
possibilities. Cumulatively, this 
adds value to Irish businesses 
and to the Irish economy as 
a whole.

So what is the future of Irish 
design? Can we ever compete 
with the likes of Milan or Par-
is? Personally, I think we will 
increasingly draw on interna-
tional influences as we travel 
and see the world and bring 
our learnings home.

Ireland currently ranks 
39th in the world design rank-
ings. The US, China, Japan and 
Italy enjoy the top four slots. 
With our creative talent and 
excellent educational facili-
ties, there is no reason Ireland 

can’t climb this ladder. It won’t 
be easy, but we must start by 
nurturing and showcasing the 
existing pool of talent that we 
have here. Indigenous com-
panies shouldn’t feel a need 
to hire designers from outside 
of Ireland when there is an 
abundance of talent here. As 
a country, we must start from 
within and empower our own 
designers. 

Creative minds, critical 
thinking, our unique histo-
ry and our fringe location all 
combine to make Irish design 
unique. Ireland is brimming 
with creative minds and great 
design ideas; now we need to 
show the world. 

Róisín Lafferty is founder and cre-
ative director of Kingston Lafferty 
Design and Create by kld, and is 
president of the Institute of De-
signers in Ireland

Ireland’s design 
renaissance

W
hat a week. 
This time of 
year is al-
ways busy in 
the property 
market as 
agents, de-

velopers, vendors and buyers gallop 
into the final quarter of the year eager 
to get their business deals over the 
line by the end of the year. (There are 
roughly 100 days to xxxxxxxx

 @tinamarieon

Ivanhoe House in Dublin, designed by architect Maria 
MacVeigh and landscaper Bernard Hickie, won the IDI 
Architetural Design award

BY ROS DRINKWATER

E
nniskerry Lodge 
on Church Hill 
began life in 1820 
as a stagecoach 
house for the 
Powerscourt Es-
tate – my, what 
tales it could tell. 

In those days it was surrounded 
by a moat – best not to wonder 
why. Today, offered in immaculate 
condition, it’s pretty as a picture, 
a two-storey-over-garden-level 
Regency residence on an acre of 
magnificent landscaped gardens 
in Co Wicklow.

Any period property is at the 
mercy of its occupants. This one 
has been fortunate, as succeed-
ing owners over the decades have 
enhanced it with improvements 
without compromising its char-
acter; its original features remain 
intact. Adding greatly to its appeal 
is the way judicious planting of 
trees and shrubs render the lodge 

discreetly private, although it is 
within Enniskerry village, origi-
nally part of the Powerscourt Estate 
and built to house its tenants. Re-
cent occupants have clearly been 

green-fingered; the abundantly 
stocked gardens are a tranquil 
oasis with paths meandering ev-
ery which way, flanked by rare 
shrubs and flowers. The perfect 
spot for al-fresco dining is the 
paved courtyard to the side of the 
house, overlooking the gardens.

External details which add to 
its charm include the Tyrole-
an rendered exterior, the trellis 
surrounding the porch, the over-
hanging hipped roof supported on 
paired timber brackets, the full-
height curved projecting bay, the 
Oriel window in the family room 
and the symmetrical window grid. 

With 405 square metres of in-
terior floor space, at entry level 
four reception rooms radiate from 
the grand entrance hall which 
has retained its original flooring. 
These include the living room, the  
dual-aspect family room, and 
the drawing room with its pol-
ished timber floor, magnificent 
white marble chimneypiece 
flanked by silhouettes of its era, 

and beautiful carved bay window 
looking out over the grounds. As 
was the fashion of its day, the  
dual-aspect dining room has a 
black marble chimneypiece.

Adding a delicious touch of ro-
mance to the interior is the key 
feature in the hall, the elegantly 
curved, pink-carpeted staircase 
which leads up to the first floor, 
home to four spacious double bed-

rooms; the master has a large, en-
suite bathroom with a southerly 
aspect, a curved bay wall and a 
huge clawfoot bath. 

The staircase also descends to 
the garden level which hous-
es the entertainment room, the  
office/games room, a cloakroom, 
a well-equipped utility room and 
the kitchen with its fitted timber 
units, tiled floor and that essential 

in a country house, the Aga.
Central heating is oil-fired, the 

BER rating is F and there is ample 
parking in the gravelled forecourt.

The area is well served by 
schools, and excellent shopping 
amenities are within easy reach 
including Avoca Handweavers, 
Cornelscourt, Dundrum Town 
Centre and Dún Laoghaire.

About 30 minutes’ drive from 

Dublin and 45 minutes from Dub-
lin Airport, Enniskerry’s transport 
links include numerous bus ser-
vices, Cherrywood Luas and Bray 
Dart,while the M50 is a five-min-
ute drive away.

This beautiful family home is 
on the market with a guide price 
of €1,995,000. For further details 
contact Darren Chambers of Lis-
ney (Dundrum) at 01-2963622.

BY TINA-MARIE O’NEILL 

Belarmine, a clus-
ter of well-estab-
lished and new-
ly-built residential 
developments by 

Joe O’Reilly’s Castletho-
rn Construction, enjoys all 
the trappings of rustic and 
peaceful suburbia. Despite 
its salubrious setting, it’s only 
a ten-minute drive from Dun-
drum Town Centre - one of 
the most successful shopping 
centres in the country (and 
incidentally the brainchild of 
O’Reilly) - as well as a clutch 
of good schools, the Luas, the 
M50 and the N11, and is a short 
distance from Stepaside vil-
lage and its amenities. 

Number 15 Belarmine Place 

has been meticulously main-
tained since its construction 
and comes to market in pris-
tine condition through selling 
agent Brady & McCarthy Es-
tate Agents guiding €510,000. 

Extended to its cur-
rent 116 square metres, the 
three-bedroom honey- 
coloured brick-fronted end-
of-terrace home comprises 
an entrance hall, living room,  
extended kitchen, open-plan 
kitchen/breakfast room with 
rear-garden access, a utility 
room, guest WC, three first-
floor bedrooms including a 
master en suite, and a family 
bathroom. 

A sheltered front door in 
duck-egg blue opens to a 
bright hall with a covered 
radiator and well-considered, 

bespoke understairs storage. 
The living room to the right 

of the entrance overlooks the 

front of the property through 
a tall, triple-paned window, 
and houses a gas fireplace 

with a timber surround and a 
polished black marble hearth.  
A set of cream, timber-framed 

French doors lead through to 
the kitchen/breakfast/family 
room. 

Natural light streams 
through the glazed double 
doors which lead to the rear 
garden and through the two 
Velux roof windows. 

The spacious room has tim-
ber flooring and an extensive 
range of fitted floor and wall 
units in a trendy putty tone 
with pale granite worktops 
and splashbacks and a match-
ing central island unit. Inte-
grated appliances include a 
five-plate hob, an extractor 
fan, a dishwasher and a dou-
ble oven. 

An adjoining utility room 
has tiled floors and is plumbed 
for a washer/dryer. A fully 
tiled guest WC with a mount-

ed mirror and recessed light-
ing completes the accommo-
dation at this level. 

Upstairs, there are two dou-
ble bedrooms and a single 
room, all with fitted cream 
carpets. The master has be-
spoke wardrobes and a tele-
vision point, while its en suite 
is fully tiled and has a step-in 
shower. 

The tiled family bathroom 
has a white suite, including a 
bath with a shower attach-
ment. 

Outside, Number 15 has 
designated parking, ample 
visitor parking and a gated 
side passage leading to the 
rear, sunny garden with its 
well-manicured lawn area 
and patio.  

Notwithstanding the onsite 

convenience stores and eater-
ies within Belarmine, a short 
walk away, Stepaside village 
offers shopping and dining 
amenities, and there are plen-
ty of sport and leisure activi-
ties nearby, including Fernhill 
Gardens, Westwood gym, golf 
clubs, equestrian centres, hill 
walking and mountain bike 
routes. 

Sandyford Business Park, 
Beacon South Quarter and 
Leopardstown Racecourse 
are also close by. There is a 
choice of schools in the area 
and public transport links in-
clude the Luas Green Line at 
The Gallops, Dublin Bus and  
there is easy access to the M50 
and N11. 

To arrange a viewing con-
tact the agent at 01-5640032. 

Ex-Powerscourt 
coach house turned 
picture-perfect 
family home 

COUNTRY 
HOUSE
OF THE 
WEEK

A pristine-condition family home nestled in rustic southside

The dual-aspect family room has timber floors and a white marble fireplaceFour reception rooms radiate from the hallwayThe living room at Enniskerry Lodge

The elegantly curved staircase 
adds a touch of romance

The exterior of Enniskerry Lodge, on the market for €1.995 million

The kitchen/breakfast/family room gets plenty of natural lightThe family room which is part of the kitchen space at No 15 Belarmine 

The exterior of No 15 Belarmine: the house has been meticulously maintained

The living room houses a gas fireplace
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