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A R O U N D  T H E  WO R L D  /  S C O T T ISH  H IGH L A N D S
By ELICIA MURRAY

On a secluded site overlooking 
the Isle of Mull on Scotland’s 
remote west coast is a building 

that looks like a cross between 
the Hindenburg and the whale-
shaped submarine used by junior 
explorers in the children’s TV show 
The Octonauts.

AirShip 002 is an insulated 
aluminium pod designed by Roderick 
James Architects, complete with a 
galley kitchen, bedroom for two, 
balcony and bathroom with shower. 
A sitting area encased in wrap-
around glass panels offers panoramic 
views of the landscape and out to sea.

The remarkable building, in the 
community of Drimnin, is one of the 
latest instalments in the UK 
architecture practice’s mission to 
create high-quality, ultra-liveable 
small spaces, cabins, boats and 
affordable houses with impressive 
energy-efficiency credentials.

“The original decision to design and 
build the first AirShip was to have a 
structure which was unusual, cosy, 

transport and cheaper to build.
One of the new concepts is a wider 

version that would allow for two 
bedrooms, at a cost of about $18,000 
on top of the fully finished $180,000 
AirShip cost, excluding taxes.

So what’s it like to stay in the 
AirShip? Unlike many architectural 
marvels gracing the pages of design 
magazines, the pod is offered as a 

All aboard the Airship 002
iconic, maintenance-free and had an 
exciting glazing system,” James says. 

AirShip 002, which the architect 
built on his own property, is made up 
of more than 3000 components, 
many of which are welded together 
in such a way that each part can be 
carried by two people.

“The key intention was that it could 
be erected in a week or so, and can 
also be taken apart in a similar time,” 
he says. “It can be erected anywhere, 
even if it is not possible to get a truck 
or crane very close.”

The structure was engineered by 
the British company Atelier One 
and built by the aluminium and 
stainless-steel equipment 
manufacturer Syspal. 

“We love it, and so it seems does 
everybody else,” James says, but adds 
he is working on further refinements.

As configured, the AirShip is 
designed to be built without any 
external alternation. Plans are being 
prepared to make the pod easier to 

Cosy, glass-panelled 
pod Airship 002 
overlooks the Scottish 
Highlands’ Isle of Mull.
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holiday rental through Airbnb. It was 
recently advertised for rent at a 
nightly rate of $272 and enjoys a 
five-star rating from guests so far.

Reviewers have praised the 
breathtaking views, surprisingly 
spacious interiors, quiet setting and 
cosy fireside atmosphere, even when 
the weather outside is atrocious.

“The AirShip is fantastic inside and 
out,” writes one guest. “We usually 
see places like this in magazines or 
on [shows about] amazing homes, so 
it’s been a dream for us to actually 
stay in one of the wonderfully 
designed spaces!”

The architect has received requests 
for AirShips from as far afield as 
Australia and New Zealand. New 
versions will also explore the 
possibility of inviting more natural 
light into the interiors, improving 
insulation and creating spaces that 
exude a holiday feel.

“I do believe that we all tend to 
treat houses too seriously rather than 
having fun with them,” James says.
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“I do like to add a sprinkle 
of magic to the spaces we 
work on,” writes Irish interior 
designer Roisin Lafferty.

Lafferty, creative director of 
Kingston Lafferty Design, was 
last month named interior 
designer of the year at the 
Image Interiors & Living 
Design Awards in Ireland. Her 
signature style combines rich 
colours and unexpected 
textures with a generous dose 
of whimsy.

One of her projects,  
Vaults.Live, is a large-scale 
theatrical attraction in Dublin. 
The design studio was invited 
to create a cafe parlour and 
retail space that visitors will 
enter at the end of the one-
hour experience.

Wallpapers, furniture, 
fixtures, textiles and artworks 
take their cues from classic 
19th-century parlour rooms. 

Roderick James Architects has also 
built houses with the help of school 
children for school projects, as well 
as ex-offenders to help them learn 
skills that will make them more 
employable. James says he is appalled 
at the way public housing in the UK 
tends to be constructed as cheaply as 
possible, committing residents to 

long-term problems and high 
maintenance costs.

“It is quite possible now to build 
such well-insulated houses that fuel 
costs are almost eliminated.”  

roderickjamesarchitectsscotland.
com

Vault into a wonderland 
of whimsical design

A galley kitchen offers practicality and style inside the Airship 002.
In a nod to the venue’s Irish 
hare mascot, a suspended 
ceiling houses “rabbit holes” 
draped with greenery. An 
inset mirror on the ceiling 
reflects the Alice In 
Wonderland-inspired 
chequered floor. Spellbinding 
indeed.

kingstonlaffertydesign.com


