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I
nspiration and creativity can 
be found in the most unex-
pected places. It’s about ap-
preciating the details of the 
everyday things around you, 
no matter where you are. 

Last month, I visited Mai-
son et Objet, (M&O) in Paris. 

M&O is a trade-only, biannual, in-
ternational trade fair dedicated to 
lifestyle fashions and trends. The 
show had seven sprawling halls filled 
with every imaginable detail relat-
ing to next season’s interior trends 
and was aimed mainly at designers, 
architects and retailers. 

As well as product, there are inspi-
rational talks throughout the show. I 
sat in on two: Tom Dixon and Benja-
min Hubert. Dixon spoke about his 
new product ranges for bathrooms. A 
genuinely creative thinker, he takes 
a very holistic, well-considered and 
conceptual approach to design.

There is a buzz in Paris when M&O 
is on, and there are a lot of pop-up 
shops and product launches, which 
are equally inspirational. My advice 
is to take a couple of days and split 
your time between the show and 
the city.

Like its fashionistas, Paris is always 
about detail and sophistication . . . 
The city exudes opulence and deeply 
respects craftsmanship, its creative 
history and culture. 

Trends come and go. As in fashion, 
it’s about taking some elements on 
board and staying true to your own 
personal style, rather than chang-
ing everything to be in the current 
trend. It is far more fascinating to see 
a collection of pieces from different 
eras combined.

To that end, the trends I have fo-
cused on take influence from Pa-
risian aesthetics and style; there is 
a longevity to them as they focus 
more on materials and craftsman-
ship rather than ‘in-your-face’ items.

Greenery
Greenery is the one I covet most and 
which I am using liberally in some 
of my current design projects. 

The colour green featured heav-
ily throughout the halls of M&O in 
furniture, planting, textiles and dec-
orative objects. It’s easy to see why 
its Pantone’s 2017 colour of the year. 

At the show, the tone was used in 
a refreshingly refined, elegant and 
sophisticated way.  

This trend is all about layering 
different tones, such as combining 
mint greens with earthier, army 
fatigue greens. You can’t go wrong 
here; even clashing green tones work 
well together. 

Take inspiration from your garden 
where thousands of green tones sit 
side by side. Greens also work very 
well with deep blues, teals, mustard, 
reds and even pinks. 
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The trend of bringing nature 
in is one that never seems to 
date. The great thing about in-
door planting is the softness, 
texture and tones that plants 
add to any space, the no frills 
decoration if you will, and it 
is proven to improve produc-
tivity and stimulate a positive 
outlook and perception. So, 
get painting!

“Greenery” has been 
named the official Pantone 
colour of the year for 2017 
and Fleetwood Paints is the 
exclusive Irish retailer of Pan-
tone’s versatile range of paint 
colours. The colour choice was 
greeted with a hint of scepti-
cism as it is very different to 
previous colours of the year. It 
is definitely bold, with strong 
lime tones but it also signi-
fies freshness, rejuvenation, 
planting and associates itself 
with spring, nature and bring-
ing the outside in.

Brands that encapsulate the 
trend include Pulpo’s Font 
Round glass and ceramic ta-
ble in green and jade; Fendi’s 
Il Viaggio Forest green velvet 
sofa; and Edizioni’s green 
marble light. If you want to 
see the trend in situ, reserve a 

table at Daroco in Paris where 
the interiors are as valued as 
the delicious food. 

Refined cane
Wicker featured heavily at last 
year’s show in a rather rus-
tic, natural finish. This year, 
it is being used in a more re-
fined way. Delicately woven 
cane features prominently, 
wrapped with bent wood in 
many different forms. It is 
about the craftsmanship and 
mixing it with different, unex-
pected materials such as brass 
and lacquered wood.

It has almost a nautical, sa-
fari vibe, but blends well in 
opulent and detailed spaces. 
And the delicate weave elimi-
nates the rustic vibe more of-

ten associated with cane. This 
trend can be as subtle or as on 
show as you like, whether it 
is a small detail on a chair or 
used to create a full-height 
screen. It depends on personal 
preference and a willingness 
to combine a collection of 
mixed materials.

My favourite use of this at 
M&O was where one man-
ufacturer fused woven cane 
with bright pops of colour, 
velvet and soft bentwood to 
create an energetic and excit-
ing collection, one that is very 
much on my wish list for the 
next year. 

Brands that offer the look 
include Broste Copenhagen 
and Sika Design, and the 
newly opened Maison Sarah 
Lavoine interiors ‘boutique’ 
is worth a visit to see the chic 
wicker panels that frame the 
flagship store’s entrance at 
Place des Victoires, in Paris’s 
2nd arrondisement.  

Grown-up 
timber
Rounded edges, silk-like 
finishes, mid-century refer-
ences and acute attention to 

craftsmanship stood out in the 
timber furniture on display at 
M&O. Femininity in the ele-
gant shapes and curves drew 
my attention and I couldn’t 
help but touch. 

The finishes seem more 
natural, almost stripped 
back – wax and oils were 
more prominent than stains 
and lacquers, giving an almost 
raw look with grain and co-

lour tone coming through. I 
have so many favourites with 
this trend but Porada’s new 
collection, with its silky soft, 
moulded timber, is stunning. 

Safari’s outdoor chaise 
longue bench is also heaven-
ly and Bethan Gray’s use of 
inlayed timbers and detailed 
effects are exquisite when 
combined with a delicate 
colour palette. 

Understated 
stone
Less gloss, less in your face, 
silky soft, understated style 
– subtly exquisite. Meridiana’s 
range of brass and marble din-
ing tables are beautiful and are 
bound to be the show-stop-
ping piece in any dining room. 

Elegant 
lighting 
Less is more. This trend fo-
cuses on lighting design that 
is refined and with the perfect 
balance of scale and propor-
tion. Think brass, glass and 
marble. 

The best of the current light-
ing collections that capture 
this delicate luxuriousness in-
clude Oblure, Czech hand-cut 
glass lights, Nautic by Tekna 

and Bert Frank. 
Their current products in-

clude fittings that are well 
considered and subtle, with 
minimal bulbs and filaments. 
Bye, bye industrial; gone are 
the exposed filament bulbs 
and fittings. These are well 
engineered and aesthetically 
beautiful, with the function-
ality hidden from view. 

The interiors of Hotel 
Bachaumant on Rue Bachau-
mant in Paris, which were 
designed by Chzon Design, 
embody the trend. 

Move over 
marble
Marble seems to be having 
some stiff competition this 
year with materials such as 
onyx, concrete and glass fea-
turing a lot more prominently. 

One of the most interesting 
materials I saw this year was 
the use of glass as a semi-pre-
cious stone. I had to do a dou-
ble take to confirm it was, in 
fact, glass. 

When done well, glass is 
incredibly striking and can 
hold its own when up against 
marble. 

It has a certain illumination 
and translucence that mar-
ble doesn’t. It is as intricate as 
marble without the heaviness. 

Onyx is the same. Both ma-
terials have a lightness to them 
and show off light beautifully, 
whether in a table top or a full-
on screen or wall cladding.

Roisin Lafferty is the founder 
and managing director of Kings-
ton Lafferty Design. She is a 
columnist, a judge on RTÉ’s Su-
per Garden and is a brand am-
bassador for DFS. For more, visit 
kingstonlafferty design.com  
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An Enniskerry 
trophy home in 
turnkey condition
BY CATHERINE HEALY

P
art of a high-end devel-
opment beside Power-
scourt Golf Club in En-
niskerry, Co Wicklow, 
80a Eagle Valley offers 
many of the benefits of 
country living without 
compromising on ame-

nities. 
The detached property is 289 square 

metres of turnkey accommodation, in-
cluding five bedrooms, four bathrooms 
and three reception rooms. 

On the market with Savills at €1.05 
million, it has an A2 energy rating and 
double-glazed windows throughout. 

A paved driveway guides the way to 
this trophy house, with the entrance, 

flanked by two pillars, leading into a 
bright hall with tiled floors. Double doors 
to the side of the foyer lead to the main 
living room, which has two sash win-
dows overlooking a green at the front. 

The focal point of the house is the spa-
cious kitchen-dining room, fitted with a 
breakfast bar, recessed sink and drainer 
unit with chrome mixer tap, an integrat-
ed electric oven and microwave oven, 
an electric hob, recessed spotlighting, 
pale granite worktops, and an integrated 
dishwasher and fridge freezer. 

Wide, double-glazed patio doors open 
out from here into a rear patio area.

The kitchen is adjoined by a second, 
internal hall with access to the garden 
as well as a utility room, WC and second 
reception room. 

A large cloakroom, connected to the 

main hallway, and a third living room 
can also be found on the ground floor. 

Upstairs, there are five large bedrooms, 
three of which are en suites. The best 
views in the house are from the master at 
the front, which has a walk-in wardrobe 
and shower room with his-and-hers 
hand basins. 

The family bathroom has a freestand-
ing bath with a hand shower attach-
ment, a vanity unit and heated towel rail. 
Whitewashed timber-style flooring adds 
to the sense of space across this level. 

Parking for several vehicles is avail-
able on the driveway at the front, where 
a manicured lawn and flower borders 
provide an attractive welcome. 

The back garden, which is also lawned, 
features external lights, power points, a 
water tap and a paved patio area. 

With the Wicklow Mountains as a 
backdrop, the property is a short walk 
from Enniskerry village and its range of 
restaurants, bars and shops. 

Retail therapy at Avoca or Dundrum 
Town Centre is also within easy reach. 
Powerscourt House, a large country es-
tate with stunning gardens, is also close 
by and offers a year-round programme of 
family events, including treasure hunts, 
guided walks, gardening workshops and 
theatre evenings. 

Nearby Irish Rail and Luas stations 
provide direct access to Dublin, as does 
the N11, while the 44 bus has an hourly 
service from Enniskerry to the city centre 
and out to DCU. 

 
For more details, contact the agent at  
01-2885011 

The main living room overlooks the front of the house

The spacious kitchen-dining room with double-glazed patio doors

80a Eagle Valley in Enniskerry, Co Wicklow

The reception hall with tiled floors

The paved patio area and back garden


