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‘There has never been a
better time to be a woman

in the property 1ndustry

WHEN I heard my name called
out as joint winner of the Emerg
ing Talent award at last year’s
property awards, it felt really,
really good. There was a certain
validation, a validation of King-
ston Lafferty Design’s creative
approach and execution, and
the value and importance of our
contribution in a highly-com-
petitive and thriving industry.

In a year where one of our
company’s goals was genuine
collaboration, sharing the award
with Joe McGinley, founder
and CEO of Iconic offices, after
recently collaborating on a series
of projects together, was further
cause for celebration. It was also
wonderful to see other brands
and businesses that we continue
to collaborate with, including
Cairn Homes Plc, as winners
on the night.

My approach

Ilove my job, I love the industry
and the amazing creative and
talented people it attracts. I feel
very lucky I get to recreate my
dreams and imagination for a
living. T have worked hard to
get where I am — I have had
to build my business acumen
up from zero, exercising that
muscle to come somewhat closer
to my creative ones. I am so
" proud of KLD and what it has
achieved. We currently employ
peoplefrom all over the world,
which adds further diversity and
design perspectives.

I could not have done this
without all the amazing de-
signers, artists, collaborators
and mentors I have worked
with over the years. At KLD we
are uncompromising about the
relationships we build. We come
with a creative passion matched
with and deep understanding of
the industry we are in.

The KLD approach

Interior architecture and de-
sign is a carefully researched
and crafted discipline placing
human behaviour at its core to
provide improved ergonomic
environments. It is important
for us to create exciting spaces
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for all our clients. What we look
atin KLD is how these spaces are
inhabited and experienced, be it
workspaces, hospitality, retail or
residential.

For example, in the workplace
we look at the human form
and its actions in the space and
endeavour to design a holistic
embodied sensory experience,
creating connection between
the human body and the archi-
tectural body.

All aspects, from the initial
layout to the integrated lighting,
furniture and build up of materi-
als and finishes are considered.
The KL.D approach ensures the
best result for our clients; add-
ing value to people’s lives and to
businesses and brands.

Times are extremely exciting
for KLD with a cluster of thrill-
ing, creatively-led projects on-
going across hospitality, student
living, office and retail sectors to
name a few.

One such project is almost
complete. The Vaults, a new
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tourist attraction based in cen-
tral Dublin in a stunning Victo-
rian schoolhouse, is the first of
its kind in the city. Fusing Irish
history, drama and experiential
design, The Vaults takes visitors
on an exciting journey culminat-
ing in a stunning parlour, which
we designed. The parlour is a
combined café and retail space
with whimsical and playful
references, delicious food and
drinks. Look out for it.

Women in the industry
There is no doubt that 2017 and
2018 were both extraordinary
years for women. The #MeToo
movement has been a global
phenomenon, a wake-up call
which demands that both wom-
en and men look at themselves
and question their belief systems
to decide what is acceptable and
what is not.

While there is no question
that property and construc-
tion have been, and remain
male-dominated, there has
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never been a better time to
be a woman in this industry.
Women now have more agency
than ever before — witness the
stunning work done by Yvonne
Farrell and Shelley McNamara
of Grafton Architects, who are
trailblazers. . ,

My own discipline of interior .

design and interior architecture

can be.seen by some as fluffy

and secondary. However, it is
the interior of a building that

everyone experiences the most.
The spaces you surround your-

- self with impact on you hugely.

The most important thing for
KLD is to make these spaces
beautiful, unique and exciting.
That is what has been at the core
of our success.

@ Thé 2018 KPMG Irish
Independent Property In-
dustry Excellence Awards
is now open for entries; see
propertyexcellenceawards.com

Industrial Investment in Dublin 20

4 Units C, D1 & D2, Chapelizod

For Sale by Private Treaty

Industrial Estate, Dublin 20

¥ Opportunity to acquire a
fully let industrial facility at
Chapelizod Industrial Estate.

¥ Semi-detached industrial
facility of approx. 1,609.sq m

Guide Price €550,000

(Subject to Contract)

Darragh Doyle
+353 (0)1 618 1341

PSRA 002233 SaVl"S

. UNIT 1 NORTHERN

CROSS BUSINESS
PARK, NORTH ROAD,
DUBLIN 11

Prime hi-bay logistics facility of
3,356 sq m (36,129 sq ft)
Loading access via 3 dock
levellers and 1 roller shutter
Clear infernal height of 12 m
(BER 88}

PSRA Licence No. 1528

* Modern mid terraced unit
extending fo approx.
1,162 sq m (12,507 sq fi)

~ 8m eaves with 2 grade loading
doors

NO. 1 FOR INDUSTRIAL &
LOGISTICS PROPERTY
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For Sale/To Let
BALLYCOOLIN

- BUSINESS PARK,

BALLYCOOLIN,
DUBLIN 15

UNIT 36 / 37

NORTH PARK,

NORTH ROAD,
DUBLIN 11

* Quality detached production/
office facility extending to
7,977 sq m (85,874 sq 1) on low
density site of approx. 4.7 acres

+ Suit o wide variely of uses
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Contact our Industrial & Logistics Team @ 01 6185500



