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ITALIANS DO IT BETTER

S
alone del Mobile Milan – 
otherwise known as Milan 
Design Week, Milano Sa-
lone or just plain old Salone 
– is the world’s largest fur-
niture design trade fair and 
is considered the interna-
tional benchmark event for 

the interior design and furniture sector. 
Held earlier this month, some 350,000 

visitors descended on the sprawling Fiera 
Milano complex – a display arena of some 
230,000 square metres or so in Rho, a 
satellite town area in the northwest of 
Milan in northern Italy. 

The main event is split into three sec-
tions: Classic, Design and xLux, the last-
named being dedicated to timeless luxury 
reworked with a contemporary touch. 
Design lovers from all over the world 
flock to be inspired and to see the new 
design trends for the year ahead. 

As well as the show proper, there are 
functions, launches, fringe events and 
showcase events dotted around Milan, 
making the city buzz with a palpable, 
vibrant energy. 

Unlike other international shows, there 
was more of a feeling of fun, playfulness 
and showmanship about Salone del Mo-
bile Milan. It was a chance for renowned 
designers to reinvent themselves and 
showcase their products in a new light. 

No expense was spared when it came 
to investing in their stands and displays. 
Collaboration was the name of the game 
for many with well-known companies 
endorsing some of the key players. Ev-
ery display was more about delivering 

a unique and memorable experience, 
inviting you into the minds and imagi-
nations of the designers.

I attended this year’s Salone with fur-
niture maker DFS, and its design team, 
in-house textile designers and its new 
creative director Alison Hill. It gave me a 
great insight into how they come up with 
new ideas and designs for the year ahead. 
We were taken on an explorative design 
journey focusing on shapes, forms and 
details from some of the world’s biggest 
design brands. 

Fun was clearly apparent in the de-
signs displayed by longstanding Austri-
an design firm Gebrüder Thonet Vienna 
GmbH; it merged bold and vibrant co-
lours in its range of textiles to emphasise 
the shapes and structures of their pieces, 

often framed in alternating colours and 
materials. What is particularly notable 
about its designs is the subtle way in 
which it marries linear and curved forms, 
providing a wonderful degree of contrast 
but with a welcome fluidity. 

Spanish artist-designer Jaime Hayon 
was featured in a number of different 
locations, teaming up with high-end 
Austrian furniture manufacturer Witt-
mann, as well as Caesarstone, makers of 
high-grade engineered quartz. 

His individual style and colourful de-
signs were worked up to an impressive 
scale for ‘Stone Age Folk’, a spectacular 
pavilion of colour he created for Cae-
sarstone and which was staged at the 
Palazzo Serbelloni, a neoclassical palace 
in the city. In it, he used a combination of 
different stone and stained glass in large-
scale screens and dividers throughout the 
multi-room show. 

Dutch furniture and lighting firm 
Moooi, known for its oversized light 
fittings and childlike designs, seriously 
impressed. The creative brand’s focus was 
themed around the beauty and intricacy 
of insects. 

In a show entitled A Life Extraordinary, 
Moooi sought to showcase the beauty
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Prepare to be blown away by the 
flair and showmanship of Salone 
del Mobile Milan, the Italian city’s 
huge furniture design fair

There is more of 
a feeling of fun, 
playfulness and 
showmanship 
about Salone del 
Mobile Milan
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Britt Moran and Emiliano Salci of the Dimore Studio Danilo Scarpati/W Magazine

Furniture and fittings at Gebruder Thonet Vienna GmbH Andrew Meredith

Gebruder Thonet Vienna GmbH combined vibrant colours with mixed textiles

A room at the Dimore Studio in Milan’s Brera district Paola Pausini

Dutch firm Moooi focused on the intricacy of insects Andrew Meredith

Dimore Studio, where interior designers Britt Moran and Emiliano Salci showcase 
their furniture and product collection Paola Pausini


